
Homily Notes for Sunday December 12, 2021 Advent 3 C 
Readings: Zephaniah 3:14:18a, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:10-28. 

 

Summary: What form should our repentance take today? With what would Our Lady of 
Guadalupe be concerned? Are we ready to go to be with God now? John the Baptist is warning us. 
 

1. Today is “Gaudete Sunday” because today’s Mass began with the opening antiphon: “Gaudete in 
Domino semper”—“Rejoice in the Lord always.”  Today we light the rose candle and to express our joy 
in the coming of Jesus, our savior. John the Baptist came warning the people of the need to shape up. 
Sometimes we miss the obvious. It is also a time to rejoice for the celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
occurs on the 12th. Both John and our Lady share the Good News that we can repent and be forgiven. 
 

2. “Don’t you give out warnings?” Patricia Greenlee tells a story about her son who is a West 
Virginia state trooper. Once he stopped a woman for going 15 miles an hour over the speed limit. 
After he handed her a ticket, she asked him, “Don’t you give out warnings?” “Yes, ma’am,” he 
replied. “They’re all up and down the road. They say, ‘Speed Limit 55.’” People have a tendency to 
disregard the warning signs, don’t they? Sometimes that has dire consequences. Today’s Gospel 
presents John the Baptist warning the Jews with prophetic courage of their need for repentance and 
conversion. And our Lady of Guadalupe is exactly concerned for the same reason. 
 

3. Summary: We who heed the call to repentance and to the fruits of repentance (both humility and 
witness) can have assurance that we will be counted among the good wheat and not the chaff, stored 
safely in the granary (heaven) and not burned with the chaff (hell). Many people ask God, “Don’t you 
give out warnings?” Certainly, they are everywhere in Scripture. 
 

4. In the Gospel, First, note what was left out of the readings, vv. 7-9. Look at John’s condemnation of 
the people coming out to him! They must have known how sinful they were!  

 

He said to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruits as evidence of your 
repentance; and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 
you, God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax lies at the root 
of the trees. Therefore, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
 

5. Let us concentrate this morning on John the Baptist. He is showing us how to prepare for the 
coming of the King, demanding a true repentance from the heart that yields genuine fruits (signs, see 
Acts 26:20). This is also exactly what Our Lady calls for in her appearances.  

 

Note how practical he is. “Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none.” 
He offers hope to the most despised:  He said to tax collectors, “Stop collecting more than what is 
prescribed.” And to soldiers, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” He is preaching the Good News that the King is coming. If someone so 
important were coming to your house, how would you want to be prepared?  
 

6. John is also pointing forward to Jesus, the true Messiah, who would save the people from their 
sins by the waters of Baptism and the fire of the Holy Spirit, establishing with His coming a kingdom 
of justice and peace among the peoples. Jesus invites us to go deeper into this change.  
 

7. How might this address our lives today? It seems that John the Baptist was dealing with people 
who needed clothes and money, basic necessities. This is not so much true today. Several things have 
occurred this week that have drawn my attention to the issue of sex and gender, and hence the 



stewardship of our bodies. Our Lady of Guadalupe is also so very concerned for her children, their 
holiness, their purity, and their salvation! 
 

8. Let me tell you what happened to me this week. First, a woman visited with me and Danny 
Schroeder because she found a number of books in the local Tyler library, in the children’s section, 
that were perverse and sexually suggestive. Then we had our Mass for the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary with the beautiful presentation with flowers that we have 
in the Church. And now we are celebrating the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
 

So, I went with her and about 100 people to a library board meeting. During the discussion, a man 
stood up and said that he had identified one hundred and twenty objectionable books. These are 
books promoting explicit sex, homosexuality, transgender, and the like. Is it helpful for our children 
to be presented with these immoral, perverse, and destructive ideas when going to your friendly, 
local library? All of these behaviors are condemned in Scripture, especially Romans 1. St. Paul 
concludes: 
 

“Although they know the just decree of God that all who practice such things deserve death, they not 
only do them but give approval to those who practice them” (Rom 1:32). This is serious!  

 

What should be our response as Christians as we seek to help our children be worthy of heaven? 
Furthermore, one of our mothers came up to me to show me the kind of immoral garbage all of our 
children can bring up on their cell phones! Terrible. Hence, this homily. 
 

9. “Stewardship of our bodies!” This is a very important area of stewardship in addition to time, 
talent, and treasure. Our bodies, as baptized Christians, are “temples of the Holy Spirit.” In 1 Cor 
6:15-20 God calls us to holiness and chastity. We are not to sin against our own bodies. Care of our 
bodies is really important! 
 

10. But we must also remember that “God wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of 
the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). Everyone and anyone certainly have sinned somewhere in our lives. But we 
can come back to God. And that brings blessing and healing, stability and life. 
 

11. So, today is the third Sunday of Advent. It is a time of rejoicing for the ways in which God has 
blessed us and promised to help us. But, therefore, in response to God’s generosity, do we not have to 
respond, as the “soldiers of Christ” that we became at our confirmation? Do we not have a 
responsibility to clean up the world that is caught up in sin? What are we called to do? What kind of 
people are we called to be? What should be each of our commitment to God at the in response to the 
themes of this week? Shouldn’t we be a bit like John, the Baptist? “You brood of vipers” seems a little 
over the top? But is it for educators and librarians who promote such materials and such values? 
 

12. The two questions for every Mass: 
  

What should I offer to God in the offering today? 
 
 
What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that God wants? 
 

 
 
 
 
 


